A Juggernaut of the
Non-Dual View

ULTIMATE TEACHINGS OF
THE SECOND DRUKCHEN,
GYALWANG JE

BY TONY DUFF
PADMA KARPO TRANSLATIONS



Copyright © 2011 Tony Duff. All rights reserved. No portion
of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any means,
electronic or mechanical, including photography, recording, or
by any information storage or retrieval system or technologies
now known or later developed, without permission in writing
from the publisher.

Janson typeface with diacritical marks and
Tibetan Classic typeface

Designed and created by Tony Duff
Tibetan Computer Company
http://www.pktc.org/tcc

First edition, November 2011
ISBN: paper book 978-9937-572-07-1
ISBN: e-book 978-9937-572-06-4

Produced, Printed, and Published by
Padma Karpo Translation Committee
P.O. Box 4957

Kathmandu

NEPAL

Committee members who worked on this book: translation and
composition, Lama Tony Duff; editorial, Tom Anderson; cover
design, Christopher Duff.

Web-site and e-mail contact through:
http://www.pktc.org/pktc
or search Padma Karpo Translation Committee on the web.



Table of Contents

Tntroduction
1. The Author of the Text, Gyalwang Je, and his Lineage ... xii
2. The Text of Gyalwang Je’s Teachings ................. xvi
3. The Main Themesinthe Text ...................... xxii
4. More About the Other Emptiness View .............. Xxxi
5.WhoisRight? ..... .. ... . ..o ool Xxvi
6. Disclaimer .......... ... i XXXIV
7. Maintaining the Style of the Original Text ............ XXXV
8. Assistance with the Teachings ..................... XXXVi

Guide to the Meaning of Teacting One

Guide to Teaching One, an Extensive Teaching on the Viewxxxvii

Gyaluang Je's Teackings
Compiler’spreface ............. .. oo i 3

1. Along explanation of the view of the Kagyu School
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1ii



iv

AJUGGERNAUT OF THE NON-DUAL VIEW

Four Dharmas, and shows how the relationship between
sutra and tantra systems is viewed in the school ........

The relationship between the three vehicles and the
certainties of view, vehicle, tenet. The section on tenet
shows the conventional and mantric understandings of
tenet, and uses that to clarify the mode of
accomplishment in the common and Mantra vehicles

Discussions of points of misunderstanding that have
occurred regarding the teachings of the Kagyu gives rise
to a discussion of theview .........................

The two truths. A brief discussion of the various types of
truth and how they should be understood ............

A proper distinction between the sutra and tantra forms
of “emptiness having the excellence of all aspects” and a
discussion based on that of the tantricpath ...........

An explanation of the following verse:
“For the vase empowerment, samaya mudr3; for the
secret empowerment, dharma mudra; for the third
one, karma mudra; for the fourth one, maha mudra” .

An explanation of the following statement in which the
various levels of attainment in Vajrayana are elucidated
followed by a commentary the appropriate conduct for
the practitioner of each level.
“It is taught that there are four yogas: yoga of a
beginner; yoga of ones with a little mastery of
wisdom; yoga of ones with mastery of wisdom;
yoga of ones with authentic mastery of wisdom”

A cutting refutation of the position that has been
historically taken by opponents of the Kagyu School that
the system of Mahamudra is equivalent to Hvashang’s
e 5

. 19

54

. 56



9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

CONTENTS \4

An explanation of the following verse with commentary
on the nature of the empowerments in Vajra Vehicle:
The outer one dependent on the coloured sand
mandala is the causal empowerment;
The inner one dependent on the body mandala is the
sign empowerment;
The secret one dependent on the bhaga mandala is
the method empowerment;
The suchness one dependent on the wisdom mandala
is the fact empowerment ................... 65

A commentary on the three aspects of samadhi that are
important as one of the three purities in development
stage practice, “bliss, luminosity, and no-thought” ..... 69

Given that the identifying feature of Unsurpassed Yoga
Tantra is “yoga of unified method and prajiia or bliss and
emptiness”, a clear dissection of the two approaches to
unification—mother and father tantra—is given ....... 72

Further commentary on the emphases given respectively
in father tantra, mother tantra, and non-dual tantra and
more commentary about the meaning of empowerment 76

Commentary on the following excerpt from a text
regarding the approach of a practitioner of yoga:
“What is ‘very un-elaborate’> Abandoning all
frivolity then, the habits of food of dhyana, only
dwelling, mudra of wisdom, and staying in samapatti
is being very un-elaborate ...” ....... ... ... ... 78

The following four paradoxes are explained as being not
contradictory:
The two assertions that at the level of a buddha there
is wisdom and that there is no wisdom,;
That all views are abandoned and that all views are
completed,;
That in superior meaning there is no attainment of
buddha and that it is obtained in mind;



15.

16.
17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

AJUGGERNAUT OF THE NON-DUAL VIEW

That that equipoise has appearances and that it does
not have appearances ................... ... 79

On valid cognition and how it relates to the ultimate view
of Vajra Vehicle ........... .. ... . .o il 81

The paramitas defined and briefly explained .......... 83

Why the combined path of paramita and Mahamudra

present in the Kagyu tradition due to the melding of the
Kadampa teachings and the Mahamudra teaching is not
mistaken ... 84

Quotes from Lamp of a Compendium of Conduct and The

Five Stages show how the fictional is to be present or not

in a practitioner’s samadhi and the five stages involved in

the direct manifestation of actuality for the practitioner . 86

The following quote from the Kalachakra is explained to
show the meaning of Kalachakra as non-dual:
“The yoga glorious Kalachakra’s Ka-string
possessor’s A assemblage—therein is the purpose
of humans’ liberation” ...................... ... 89

How the dualities “good” and “bad” are asserted in the
lower vehicles but not the Vajra Vehicle and how they
are taken into the Vajra Vehicle and purified into reality . 90

The difference between sutra and tantra concisely

explained using statements from representatives of all

four schools (Bodongpa, Salugpa, Tsongkhapa, and
GyalwangJe) ... 92

An explanation of the following statement results in a
description of the path of Secret Mantra:
“‘Outer and secret vehicles three’ is not saying
‘outer, secret, and vehicle, these three’, it is
saying, ‘in both outer Paramita and Secret
Mantra a three-fold journey is differentiated” ..... 94



23.

24.

25.

26.

27.
28.
29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

CONTENTS vil

The four distinctions between outsiders and insiders:
view, reliance, conduct, and fruition ................. 96

A short teaching on the path of exiting samsara according
to the Great and Vajra Vehicles .................... 98

The meaning of verses repeated during the taking of
empowerment in relation to the guru and the deity being
requested . ... 99

An explanation of the fact that the meanings of the words
at the time of taking vows are commitments and are

aspirations, t00 . .....uviuiii i 101
The three vehicles ..................... ... ... .. 102
The correct definition of a pratyekabuddha .......... 104

Definition and explanation of the important term
“amanisikara” usually taken to mean “no mentation” .. 105

On the three vajras within the context of the six-limbed
yoga of Kalachakra ......... ... ... . ... ... ... 107

The meaning of basket and the three higher trainings of
discipline, samadhi, and prajia .................... 111

An explanation of vowed restraint, and the three vows . 113

Definition of shanyata, emptiness, and the difference
between the emptiness having the excellence of all
superficies as explained in sutra and tantra ........... 115

The meaning of the three vowed restraints .......... 117

On vowed restraints in the Vajra Vehicle, the meaning of
the samayas ............ciiiiiiiiii i 118

The meaning of keeping the vow of where the flower
landed ... ... o i 120



viii

37.

38.
39.

40.
41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.
47.

48.

49.

AJUGGERNAUT OF THE NON-DUAL VIEW

Mother tantra, women, and the path. Also, the meaning
of eating shitand piss .............. oo, 121

The meaning of empowerment .................... 122

An important point concerning what happens when a
vowistaken ......... . il 124

Teachings on inner Kalachakra .................... 125

The difference between the teaching of outsiders and
Insiders .......... 127

The meaning of the terms Brahmin, Brahma, and Great
Brahmin when used in the Buddhist tradition as
appellations of the Buddha .................... ... 129

The four levels of provisional and definitive meaning in
relationship to the four turnings of the wheel of dharma

and whether or not all the vehicles contain the full

meaning of Mahamudra .......... ... ... ... ... 132

The sequence of view through the four turnings of the
wheel and a discussion of the two modes of cutting
EXAZEETAtION ...ttt 134

Teachings on channels and winds in relationship to
realization from Kalachakra and Hevajra ............ 136

Definition of attainment of accomplishment ......... 139

Explanation of the quote from Kalachakra,

“‘Prajiiatantra’ from the east then again, ‘Yoga of

Ensuing Knowledge’, came from the west face. The

right face said ‘by the master of the conquerors,
“Yogatantra’. The left face said, ‘Activity’, and so on” .. 141

The four Brahmaviharas are temporary, not ultimate
PIaCtiCES ottt ittt it 142

Kalachakra is composed of outer, inner, and other
Kalachakra. Eachoneisdefined ................... 144



50.
S1.

52.
53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

CONTENTS ix

Development and completion stages defined ........ 147

Reply to, “There are the various presentations of The
Profound Inner Meaning’s cleaving of channels into
branches, approach-accomplishment, and so on and the
presentations of Mountain Dharma, the Six Teachings,

and so on—which is the principal system?” .......... 148

Regarding the two stages of Mahamudra practice .. ... 150

The basis of purification, the purifier, the support, and
the fruit of purification in Development and Completion
SEAZES Lt e 152

An explanation of the verse:
“Alaya is the cause of all, it is not consciousness’s
cause. Alaya is the cause of all, it is not complete

purification’s cause” ........... ..l 153
The four and six branches of development stage ...... 154
Are appearances to be used on the path ornot? ...... 157
Vajrasatva is present in all empowerments ........... 159

Positing concept and non-concept as the root of bondage
and liberation is at the root of both common and
uncommon vehicles ......... .. 161

Dependent relationship and the meaning of EVAM in
Kalachakra ........... ... ... ... .l 163

A brief explanation of the way that the two truths are
presented throughout the four levels of Buddhist
philosophy, including the Great Middle Way ......... 165

The meaning of the term “supreme original buddha”
leads to an explanation of path Mahamudra .......... 168

The meaning of the sudden and gradual approaches to
thepath ........ . ... .. . i 170



X AJUGGERNAUT OF THE NON-DUAL VIEW

63. An explanation of the two things “person” and “dharma” 172

64. The explanatory commentary of the Highest Continuum
by Loden Sherab makes a statement that can be related
to the sequence of the three turnings of the wheel and
why the third turning receives its name as the non-
revertingwheel ......... ... ... o oo 173

65. “One with no empowerment who with great conceit of
p g
conventions and pride of tantra and agama gives the
explanations will, together with their retinue, go to hell”

isexplained ......... ... ... i i 175
66. Poetic statement of the complete teachings of the

Buddha as exemplified by the wheel of dharma. ....... 177
Verses of Aspiration by Gyalwang Je and colophon by Sonam

Chogden ....... ... . il 178
Texts Cited ..ot 179
Glossary ... 183



49. Also, Gyalwang Je caid ...

What is known as “Kalachakra” has three parts: outer, inner, and

other?*?.

Outer Kalachakra is described like this. “Time” is one year.
“Cycle” is the two journeys, South and North’”’; and in each of
these journeys there are six months making twelve and in each of
those a division into waxing moon and waning moon results in
twenty-four. Each of those additionally divided up into fifteen
gives three hundred and sixty”’*. The reason for calling this
“Kalachakra” is because that kind of approach makes a Time Cycle
of one year or a Time as-many-as-there-are-kalpas Cycle—hence
the name.

¥ Generally speaking, outer Kalachakra refers to the external world
and the astrological calculations that are made with rational mind
because of understanding the outer world’s interdependent relation
with the inner world. Inner Kalachakra is the inner world of the body
and the breaths and how that system works. Other Kalachakra is the
system of relying on the mandala of Kalachakra to progress through
the stages of meditation to the ultimate meaning. Kalachakra is
generally translated as “Wheel of Time” but here is it very clear that

it means “Cycles of Time”.
% .. of the sun apparently moving north and south in the course of

one year ...
** .. days in a year based on a lunar calendar for the months.

146



TEACHING FORTY-NINE 147

Inner Kalachakra is described like this. The collection of breaths
taken in one complete night-day is “Time”. “Cycle” is taught as
the two journeys, right and left*”, and these each additionally are
the six great shifts’ equal and unequal paths to give twelve great
shifts which, by the nature of dividing the shifts into half shifts, is
shown as twenty-four sides”’’. Each of those also is assessed as
having fifteen parts so that each of sixty breaths having like that
what is labelled a small day-night of three hundred and sixty, and so
on, there is a complete Time Cycle of one day. Because of that

kind of cycle or because living creatures cycle in that kind of way,
it is called Time Cycle or “Kalachakra”.

Other Kalachakra is described like this. When of development and
completion stages it is connected with development stage, it is con-
nected with the purities: the complete purity of outer and inner
time comes as the single kaya; the complete purity of the two
journeys comes as the two feet; the complete purity of the outer and
inner twelve shifts comes as the twelve shoulders; the complete
purity of the sides®” comes as the twenty-four hands; the complete
purity of greater and smaller day-and-night comes as the three
hundred and sixty joints, and so on. In the completion stage,
“Time” is all phenomena being one in the essentiality which is
unchanging bliss and that having the excellence of all superficies
starting with the two journeys of method and prajiia, the six
limbs**®, twelve true meanings, and so on is “Cycle”. Additionally,
it says in the tantra,

*** The breath coming and going from two nostrils, left and right.

#%'This has a profound inner meaning; the same talk is thoroughly laid
out in the text by Karmapa Rangjung Dorje called The Profound Inner
Meaning. “Sides” here means “specific parts”.

57 .. as mentioned in Inner Kalachakra above ...

% .. of the six-limbed yoga in the completion stage of Kalachakra ...



148 THE TEXT

These, sealed by the three existences, are one cycle
which is the single arising of the conqueror’s bliss.



